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CONTACT US: 
 

Office: (651) 325-2400 
Fax: (651) 325-2401 

Nurse: (651) 325-2786 
Absentee Line: 
(651) 325-2499 

Parent Engagement: 
(651) 325-2492 

Address: 
560 Concordia Avenue 
Saint Paul, MN 55103 

Website: 
www.benmays.spps.org 

ISSUE 36 – May 31, 2017 

 

INQUIRER’S JOURNEY: 

“To Build a Learning Community for all Globally Minded Life-Long Learners” 

BEM CALENDAR:  
 

Transportation Forms: 
*Please turn in ASAP 

 

5th-Grade Exhibition: 
Thursday, June 1st  

5:30-7:30 p.m. 
 

Track & Field Day: 
Friday, June 2nd  

 
Cultural Wellness Center 

End-of-the-Year Celebration 
Sat., June 3rd, 12:00-2:30 p.m. 

Maxfield Elementary Gym 
 

5th-Grade Transition Day: 
Tuesday, June 6th 

 

5th Grade, Ramsey Middle: 
Wednesday, June 7th  

 

Skating Fieldtrip for 
Grades 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th: 

Friday, June 9th 

 

Last Day of School: 
Friday, June 9th 

Have you heard of our upcoming 5 th-Grade Exhibition 
but don’t  know much about it?  Here’s  your opportunity 

to learn new things while cheering on our students! 
 

Please join us at Benjamin E. Mays on Thursday,  June 1 st from 
5:30-7:30 p.m. for our 5th-grade Exhibition presentations! 

 
 
 

 

Transdisciplinary Theme: 
Sharing the Planet 

 

Central  Idea: 
Biodiversity maintains the interdependent balance of organisms 

within systems. 

 

When: June 1 – August 31, 2017 
Who: Kids ages 0-18 

*There is even a Teen Summer Spark 
program, where teenagers can read and rate 
books and enter to win prizes like Nintendo 

Switch (plus games!) 
Website: www.spp.org/summer.  

 
Looking for something fun to do at the 
library this summer? Come to Summer 
Spark! The Saint Paul Public Library is 

continuing its summer program, 
encouraging kids to have fun while 

learning. Programs are free, and kids from 
0-18 can attend — they can even complete 

reading and activity challenges to earn 
prizes, which include family memberships 
to the Minnesota Science Museum or the 

Minnesota Children’s Museum! 

 

Please Join Us for our BEM 
Pre-K and Kindergarten Open House!  

 
 

Date: Thursday, May 18th 
Time: 5:00-6:00 p.m. 

 
If you have incoming Pre-K and/or Kindergarten students for the 2017-2018 school year, this 
event is for you! Parents will have the opportunity to complete registration paperwork, have 

questions answered, and visit a Pre-K or Kindergarten classroom. 
 
 

Volunteer for Track & Field 
Day this Friday! 

 

Parents are invited to join us for 
Mays Track and Field Day. Assist 

your child's class as they enjoy a day 
of fun in the sun outside on the black 
top and field! Please 

contact your 
classroom teacher 

for more information 
and to let them know 

you are coming. 
Students should plan 

to bring a water 
bottle and sunscreen. 

Field Day 
Colors by 

Grade: 
 

Pre-K: BLUE 
 

K: GREEN 
 

1st: ORANGE 
 

2nd: PURPLE 
 

3rd: RED 
 

4th: YELLOW 
 

5th: BLUE 

 
Last Issue: Thank you for Exhibition w/ 

picture; Thank you to families, staff, admin, 
CWC; Have a great summer (add things to 

do?); No Kid Hungry; Summer Spark; 
Closing Note from Principal Morris? 

Deforestation of the rainforests 
Global warming & its effect on the Earth 

Emerald Ash Borer 
Water pollution & water conservation 

Urban sprawl & overpopulation 
Invasive species in fresh- and saltwater 

…& many more! 



  

“To Build a Learning Community for all Globally Minded Life-Long Learners” 

A Note to Students and 
Families: Lost & Found 

 
Missing something? Please 

check the Benjamin E. 
Mays Lost & Found as soon 
as possible. The remaining 

items on June 9th will be 
thrown out or donated. 

More than 40 percent of 
Minnesota children qualify 
for free and reduced lunches 
during the school year. But 
what happens when the 
school year ends? Children 
still need to eat nutritious 

meals, and the Summer Food Service Program helps provide those 
meals to kids 18 and under who need them. 

To find out more about the program, or to find the nearest pick-
up location near you, please visit the website 
www.2harvest.org/summerfood or call 1-866-3-
hungry. You can also text ‘Food’ to 877-877 
and receive a text telling you the address of 
summer food sites in your area. 

 The Cultural Wellness Center at Benjamin E. Mays Invites You to Its 
End-of-the-Year Recognition Celebration 

 
Date & Time: Saturday, June 3rd from 12:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

Location: Maxfield Elementary Gym 
 

The Cultural Wellness Center (CWC) will be having its Annual End-of-the-School Year 
Recognition Celebration on June 3, 2017, from 12:00 - 2:30 p.m at Maxfield Elementary in the 

gym. You are invited to attend. We will be recognizing the 5th Grade Rites of Passage students from 
Benjamin Mays, 4th/5th Rites of Passage students from Maxfield, and all our volunteers from each of the four schools (Jackson, 
Saint Paul City, Benjamin E. Mays, and Maxfield). The students will give presentations on what they have learned, and will 
be presented to the community for participating in this unique and valuable experience. We will also have special presentations 
from CWC's Culture Classes at Maxfield and the CWC Elders. Food will be served from 12:00 p.m. to 12:30 p.m. We look forward 
to seeing you there! Please RSVP by May 28th. 

Parents, please drop the students off at 10:00 a.m. to practice, followed by an 11:00 a.m. lunch, and return at 12:00 p.m. 
when the celebration begins. Permission forms, and photography and video release forms will be sent out, as well as a 
transportation form stating that parents are responsible for pick up and drop off. 

It’s the End of the Year…And Time to Celebrate! 
 

Our 5th-grade students are starting the transition to middle school! Please help 
encourage and congratulate them as they participate in these important events: 

 
 
 
 
 

Here is a list of grade-level field trips from now until the end of the year: 
 

•  Mon., June 5: Kindergarten Field Trip – Como Zoo: 10:20 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. 
•  Tues., June 6: ASD Celebration & Annual Family Picnic: 9:15 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

•  Wed., June 7 – 4th Grade Field Trip – Como Park: 10:30 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
•  Fri, June 9 – 2nd-5th Field Trip – Wooddale Fun Zone: 11:30 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

Sankofa is coming to a 
close! We only have 

two more dates: 
 

June: 6, 8 
 
 

Thank you to 
everyone who made 

this program run 
smoothly this year!  

 
The Cultural Wellness Center has partnered with 

Benjamin E. Mays the past two years, and other Saint Paul 
Public Schools, and has helped create a welcoming and 
engaged community both within and outside our school 

walls.  
 

We are pleased to announce that they are having an End-
of-the-Year Recognition Celebration, where they will 

recognize students, parents, and volunteers. The 5th-grade 
students who are in the Rites of Passage class will be 

presented to the community, which will be followed by a 
presentation based on the knowledge from the Rites of 

Passage classes. They would receive a certificate for going 
through this unique process and learning necessary skills 
to transform positively into womanhood and manhood. 

Parents and volunteers will also be honored. The 
celebration will be held Saturday, June 3rd from 12:00 p.m. 

to 2:30 p.m. at the Maxfield Elementary Gym.  
 

•  Tues., June 6 – 5th Grade Transition Day 
•  Wed., June 7 – 5th Grade Ramsey Middle Visit 


